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A school that works in partnership with 
the local community. 

A place where each individual is respected 
and understood. 

An environment where everyone is          
encouraged and supported in achieving 

their potential. 
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Welcome to the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Welcome to Lodge Primary School Early Years Foundation Stage. Did you know that        
children learn more rapidly during the first five years than at any other time in their lives? 

We see this as an exciting and challenging time for both the children and the adults          
involved with them and we aim to provide learning opportunities of the highest quality 
within a stimulating and caring environment. This pack aims to provide all of the                
information you will want to know as carers and parents of children who attend our Early 
Years Foundation Stage classes. 

 

What is the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

 It is a distinct stage and important in its own right. 

 The Early Years Foundation Stage begins when a child is born. 

 The last year of the Foundation Stage is often described as the Reception Year as most 

children are admitted to the Reception class of a primary school at some point during 

that year. 

 The Early Years Foundation Stage ends at the end of the Reception Year. 

 

There are four main principles of the Early Years Foundation Stage: 

A Unique Child 

Positive Relationships 

Enabling Environments 

Learning and Development 

 

Each principle has four commitments which explain how the principles can be put into   

practice. These provide the framework by which we operate. 
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Important Information 

 
Key Staff 

The Nursery teacher is Mrs Dawes and the teaching assistant in Nursery is Mrs Knott.  

The Reception unit consists of two classes—RM and RMB. 

The Reception team consists of three class teachers—Mrs McNeela/Mrs Begum and Mrs Macmillan 

and two full time teaching assistants -  Mrs Clynes and Mrs Szczesna 

Our Assistant Head teacher, Mrs McNeela,  oversees the provision across the Foundation Stage.  

 

Office Staff 

Ms Akram is usually the first point of call in the main office. If your child is unwell or unable to attend 

school please contact the office from 8am onwards to let us know. If we have not heard from you 

and your child is not in school, we will contact you to check everything is okay.  

Our Home–School Link Worker, Mrs Cheema is available every morning before school for an          

informal chat and she can also be contacted through the school’s answer phone  system. 

Mrs Cheema and a an additional member of the school’s leadership team are usually available on 

the playground before school every morning . 

 

Senior Leadership Team 

Headteacher        Mrs L. Gillam 

Deputy Headteacher       Mrs B. Munn 

Assistant Headteacher for EYFS              Mrs G. McNeela 

Assistant Headteacher for KS1     Mrs T. Khatun  

Assistant Headteacher for KS2                                                  Mrs C. Cotton 

 

Information for Parents:  

The school emails parents with weekly newsletters and any extra important information.  
Up–to–date information about the School is also constantly available on the School Website:                  
                                                 http://www.lodge.sandwell.sch.uk 

 

Lunchtimes  - Due to the introduction of Universal Free school meals, all children in Reception and 

Key Stage 1 are entitled to a free meal in school at lunchtime. Please come and talk to us if you have 

any questions about this. If you wish, your child can still choose to bring their own healthy packed 

lunch from home. 
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Daily Routine for Nursery 

8.45 am Doors open/ children allowed on site. Staff 

are at the door to welcome the children  

 

8.45am-9.15am Registration and child initiated learning 30 minutes 

9.15am-9.25am Family group time 10 minutes 

9.25am–9.40am Letter and Sounds/Phonics 15 minutes 

9.40am-10.40am Child initiated learning both indoor and 

outdoor 

1 hour 

10.40am-11am Snack time– milk and fruit 20 minutes 

11.00am –11.15am Adult focus activity including maths and 

topic activities 

15 minutes 

11.15am-11.30am Physical fun session including dough disco/

outdoor ring games 

15 minutes 

11.30am–11.45am Story and home time 15 minutes 

Times of School Day for Nursery 

What does a typical session in Nursery look like? 

Morning Session 

12.30pm Doors open/ children allowed on site. Staff 

are at the door to welcome the children  

 

12.30pm-1pm Registration and child initiated learning 30 minutes 

1pm-1.10pm Family group time 10 minutes 

1.10pm–1.25pm Letter and Sounds/Phonics 15 minutes 

1.25pm-2.25pm Child initiated learning both indoor and 

outdoor 

1 hour 

2.25pm-2.45pm Snack time– milk and fruit 20 minutes 

2.45pm –3pm Adult focus activity including maths and 

topic activities 

15 minutes 

3pm-3.15pm Physical fun session including dough disco/

outdoor ring games 

15 minutes 

3.15pm–3.30pm Story and home time 15 minutes 

Afternoon Session 

Please note that these times maybe subject to change due to current government Covid guidelines.  
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Daily Routine for Reception 

8.45 am Doors open/ children allowed on site. Staff 

are at the door to welcome the children.  

 

8.45am-9am Registration–  reading opportunities 15 minutes 

9am-9.30am Phonics 30 minutes 

9.30am–10.45am Maths including  an adult led activity ,  

child initiated time and play partnering 

(indoor and outdoors) 

1 hour 15 minutes 

10.45am-11am Fruit and milk time 15 minutes 

11am-12.15pm 

 

Literacy including Talk for Writing.  

Followed by an adult led activity, child   

initiated time and play partnering (indoor 

and outdoors) 

1 hour 15 minutes 

12.15pm-1.15pm Lunchtime 1 hour 

1.15pm–2.45pm Topic (Understanding the World/Creative/

play/child initiated time) 

Indoor and outdoor play 

1 hour and 30 

minutes 

2.45pm– 3:15pm Story time and getting ready for home.   30 minutes  

Times of School Day for Reception 

What does a typical session in Reception look like? 

Please note that these times are subject to change.  The times for the start and end of 

the day may be altered if our staggered start approach remains in place. Lunch and 

snack times may also have to be altered in order to adhere to current government 

guidelines.  
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School Uniform 

The Governors wish to encourage children to wear clothes that are appropriate for a place 

of learning. The Governing Body therefore decided that the wearing of School Uniform is 

compulsory for all children in Nursery up to Year 6. 

 

 Uniform for Nursery/Reception 

White polo shirt 

Red sweatshirt or cardigan with or without school badge 

Grey trousers or skirt/pinafore  

Plain black shoes—ideally with a Velcro fastening 

(no trainers, boots or high-heeled shoes) 

  

Notes on School Uniform and Dress Code 

Black shoes may be buckle or Velcro and should have a sensible heel. Please do not send your 

child to school in high heeled shoes, these are potentially dangerous. Parents may wish their 

child to come to school in other footwear (such as boots or wellingtons) during bad weather. 

If this is the case children should have their plain black shoes to change into once they are in 

school.  

A  fleece/ outdoor coat may be worn but should not be worn in school as a substitute for a 

sweatshirt. The Governors of Lodge Primary School would like to remind parents that extreme 

hairstyles are not appropriate for school. 

Children who wish to wear a head scarf  should wear ones which are plain and are either red 

or black.  

Make up and Jewellery 

Children are not allowed to wear makeup or nail varnish in school. 

For Health and Safety reasons the wearing of all jewellery other than one ear stud per ear and 

a watch is not allowed.  

Please ensure you write your child’s name in all of their belongings. 
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Physical Education (PE) in Nursery 

Our Nursery children spend a lot of their in our outdoor area. During this time they have ac-

cess to equipment and resources to help strengthen their bodies and develop their motor 

skills.  When the children are ready to do so, they will begin to have more structured PE les-

sons in our hall.  Nursery do not require a PE kit, they will simply be asked to remove their 

cardigan/jumper.  

 

Physical Education in Reception  

Physical activities are provided in a range of ways in Reception and are available throughout 

the year. Our outdoor area provides lots of physical challenges for the children and we also 

enjoy the luxury of having a Sports Coach at different times throughout the year. On their 

first day, please send your child with a PE kit that they can leave in school. We will send it 

home at the end of each half-term to be washed. 

 

PE kit 

White t-shirt 

Black shorts or joggers 

Plain black pumps 

 

If a child does not have their PE kit in school and we have not received a written medical     

reason as to why they should not do PE, they may be given a spare PE kit/pumps to wear for 

the lesson. 

It is a health and safety directive that no child wearing jewellery may participate in PE     

therefore any child wearing an ear stud must either:  

 Take the ear stud out before coming to school;  

 Remove it before the start of the lesson; or  

 Cover it with a plaster which should be supplied from home. 

Otherwise they will not be able to take part in PE lessons. 

 

For Health and Safety reasons long hair should be tied back for all PE activities. This applies to 

both girls and boys. Parents should ensure that their child’s hair is tied back on the days that 

they have PE.  



10  

School Term and Holiday Dates 

2021-2022 

Autumn Term 2021 

Thursday 2nd September                              Teacher Training Day 

Friday 3rd September                                    Teacher Training Day 

Monday 6th September         New Reception children start school for morning only 

Tuesday 7th September        All Reception children attend school for morning only 

Wednesday 8th September        Reception children start full time 

Friday 22nd October                                       Break up for half term holiday  

Monday 1st November                                   Return to school 

Friday 17th December                                    End of term 

 

Spring Term 2022 

Tuesday 4th January          Term Starts 

Friday 18th February           Break up for half-term holiday 

Monday 28th February         Return to school 

Friday 8th April                     End of term   

 

Summer Term 2022 

Monday 25th April          Term Starts 

Monday 2nd May                    Bank Holiday 

Friday 27th May                     Break up for half term holiday 

Monday 6th June           Return to school      

Thursday 21st July                    End of term  

 

Teacher Training Days (School closed to pupils) 

 

 

2nd and 3rd September 2021 27th May 2021 

22nd October 2021 21st July 2021 

18th February 2021  
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The Role of Parents and Carers 

We seek to develop an effective partnership with you as parents and carers of the children in our 

setting. A successful partnership needs a two–way flow of information so we are always happy to 

talk about your child’s development and listen to any concerns that you may have. We use a varie-

ty of ways to keep you informed about the curriculum and your child’s progress.   

Over the year, we will hold a number of parent workshops to enable you to support your child 

with their learning.  We recognise that parents are their children’s first teachers and actively en-

courage parental involvement in our school. 

Stay and Play– Nursery invite parents into the class for a weekly stay and play session.  This is an 

exciting opportunity for parents to become involved in their child’s play and learning  

Raising a Reader — during the Autumn Term parents will be invited to come into Reception every 

Friday morning and share a story with their child.  

Stay and Play and Raising a Reader session are temporarily postponed due to the Covid 19 pan-

demic in line with government guidance.  This will be under continuous review.  

 

Learning through Play 

Well planned play is a key way in which children learn in the Early Years Foundation Stage. Play 

provides opportunities for enjoyment and challenge as well as helping children to come to terms 

with themselves, their culture and language, other people and the world around them. Additional-

ly, it helps children to make sense of real life situations. Play provides opportunities for children to 

practise their developing skills and the role of the adult is crucial in supporting and extending chil-

dren’s play.  Play can take place anywhere and everywhere, but we find that our children particu-

larly love to play outdoors.  

 

Homework 

Children will be given weekly homework. They will have a mixture of either phonics, reading, 

maths, literacy or creative homework. It is really important to help your child with their homework 

in order to further their learning and help them achieve success.  

All children will have a reading bag, reading/story book and reading record. Please share these 

books with your child to help them build a love of books and stories.  Books will be changed week-

ly, and your child will get a smiley face stamp each time you write in their reading  record.  Prizes 

will be awarded each time your child receives 30 stamps.  The more stamps, the better the prize! 

In both Nursery and Reception, your child will have access to our online learning platform, Google 

Classroom. There are a range of user friendly guides available on the school website to help you 

use this effectively. Your child’s teacher will set weekly homework tasks on this platform for your 

child to complete at home.  Your child will also have access to online reading resources such as 

myON and Oxford Owl.  You will receive further details of this once your child has started school.  



12  

Areas of Learning and Experience 

The Early Years of Foundation Stage Curriculum is organised into seven areas of learning:  

The 3 Prime Areas are: 

 Communication and Language 

 Personal, social and emotional development 

 Physical Development 

The 4 specific areas are: 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

 

Communication and Language focuses on the crucial development of children’s spoken lan-

guage. It forms the foundations for language and cognitive development and this area recog-

nises the importance of providing a language- rich environment. Reading frequently with chil-

dren embeds new words in a range of contexts, giving children the opportunity to thrive. 

Through the use of conversations, storytelling and role play, children become comfortable us-

ing a rich range of vocabulary and language structures. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy 

lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development. Underpinning their personal devel-

opment are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and sup-

portive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings 

and those of others. Children will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, 

and manage personal needs independently. They  will learn how to make good friendships, co-

operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from 

which children can achieve at school and in later life.  

 

Physical Development  is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue 

happy, healthy and active lives. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing 

healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps 

with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Children can develop the 

key skills of stability, balance, spatial awareness and agility by engaging in games and play op-

portunities both indoors and out.  
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Literacy—It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of 

two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension 

(necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk 

with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read 

with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, involves both 

the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the 

speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and 

handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before 

writing).  

Mathematics- Having a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop 

the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confi-

dently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them 

and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to 

build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and 

tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and 

vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the 

curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills 

across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that chil-

dren develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relation-

ships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not 

be afraid to make mistakes.  

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and 

their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their 

knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums 

to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In 

addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster 

their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. 

As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support 

understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later 

reading comprehension.  

Expressive Arts and Design is the development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness 

supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportuni-

ties to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media 

and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial 

for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate 

through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to 

their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.  
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Our Curriculum 

In Nursery and Reception we pride ourselves on having a rich and diverse curriculum.  We have 

planned topics and themes throughout the year, but we also follow the ideas and interests of the 

children.  During each of our topics, we aim to provide the children with exciting experiences or vis-

its.  Below is a list of our chosen topics: 

 

Nursery:  

Autumn 1– Amazing Me! 

Autumn 2 –All Things Bright and Beautiful– Farm trip linked to Christmas celebrations 

Spring 1– Let’s Dress Up– Visit to the local vet on Lodge Road 

Spring 2– Build and Construct 

Summer 1– All Creatures Great and Small– Animal Man 

Summer 2– Splish Splash Splosh 

 

All planned visits are subject to change due to government pandemic guidelines.  
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Our Curriculum 

Reception: 

Autumn 1- Amazing Me! 

Autumn 2 -Festivals and Celebrations– Stick Man Workshop at the Oak House 

Spring 1– People Who Help Us– Visit from the Fire Brigade, Police and the Nurse 

Spring 2– Let’s Go Lego– Trip to Legoland Discovery Birmingham 

Summer 1– Out and About– Visit to West Bromwich High Street. 

Summer 2– The Natural World– live caterpillars and other animal encounters  

 

All planned visits are subject to change due to government pandemic guidelines.  
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Attitudes to encourage: 
 Valuing and respecting oneself and others 
 Co-operation 
 Independence 
 Confidence 
 Responsibility 
 Empathy 
 Motivation 
 Excitement 
 Perseverance 
 
Skills which help a child to: 
 Form relationships with others 
 Co-operate 
 Function as part of a group 
 Concentrate 
 Take turns and share 
 Cope with feelings 
 Communicate feelings, needs and wishes 
 Recognise right and wrong 
 Negotiate 
 Take responsibility 
 
Knowledge and Understanding of: 
 The needs, views and feelings of themselves and others 
 Acceptable social behaviour 
 The significance of living things 
 Ourselves in relation to the world around us 
 The fact that actions have consequences 
 
How to Help at Home 
 Prepare children for new experiences, understanding that they can be both exciting 

and worrying 
 Encourage children to talk about the things they do and what they are learning at 

school 
 Encourage children to explain their feelings and respond to other people’s feelings 
 Take time to talk to, and listen to, your child 
 Involve your child in agreeing rules for behaviour at home 
 Praise positive behaviour 
 Play games where children have to take turns and share 
 Encourage children to tidy up after themselves 
 Encourage children to dress and undress themselves, attempting activities even when 

they are difficult. 
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Communication and Language 

Attitudes to encourage: 
 Confidence 
 Desire to communicate 
 Enjoyment 
 Respect for the contributions of others 
 
Skills which help a child to: 
 Listen 
 Understand 
 Follow instructions 
 Communicate– verbally and non verbally 
 Take turns 
 Express needs and feelings 
 Describe 
 Question 
 Negotiate 
 
Knowledge and Understanding of: 
 The range and variety of different languages 
 The appropriate use of language in different situations 
 Communication being a two way process 
 
How to Help at Home 
 Play collaborative games with your child, e.g. making a Lego or junk model together– 

helping them to talk and plan together about how they will begin, what they will need, 
what they will do next. 

 Read stories to your child and talk about characters, events, what will happen next, 
what the characters might say, what they are thinking and how they are feeling. 

 Encourage children to listen to each other and the adults they know, allowing time for 
thinking about what they want to say and how to say it. 

 Encourage children to think about how their words affect others. 
 Model questions and explanations, helping them expand on what they want to say. 
 Encourage children to tell their own stories. 
 Sing and say Nursery Rhymes with your child. 
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Physical Development 

Attitudes to encourage: 
 Confidence 
 Persistence   
 Patience 
 Determination 
 Co-operation 
 A healthy and active life 
 
Skills which help a child to:                                   
 Develop spatial awareness 
 Co-ordinate 
 Run, jump and climb 
 Balance, kick and throw 
 Catch, carry and steer 
 Move with control 
 Use tools—pencil, scissors 
 Fasten 
 Cut 
 Thread 
 Draw, paint and write 
 Fit pieces together 
 
Knowledge and Understanding of: 
 Physical abilities 
 A variety of equipment 
 What our bodies need to be healthy 
 Changes in their bodies 
 
How to Help at Home 
 Encourage your child to play safely and be aware of others as they move 
 Provide your child with jigsaws, scissors, pencils, paper and paint 
 Encourage your child to dress and undress; do up his/her own coat, put on their shoes 

by him/herself 
 Go to the park and climb over and under equipment. Ask your child to describe what 

they are doing as they move. 
 Move around the house pretending to be different things– animals, people, robots and 

toys. Be heavy, tall, small, strong, gentle, fast and slow. 
 Play silly faces, make faces in the mirror and describe them 
 Sing songs and move to them 
 Let your child help with washing up, filling and emptying various plastic containers 
 Jump in and out of spaces, play catch, football and bat and ball games. 
 Talk about healthy foods and activities 
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Literacy—Reading 

Attitudes to encourage: 
 Confidence and enjoyment 
 An interest in and love of books 
 Concentration 
 A view of oneself as a reader 
 Enjoyment of stories read and told 
 Exploration, enquiry and experimentation                    
 
Skills which help a child to: 
 Handle and use books 
 Behave as a reader 
 Retell stories 
 Predict what may happen 
 Recognise letters and words and know the sounds letters make 
 Listen to stories read and told 
  
Knowledge and Understanding of: 
 The elements of stories 
 How to handle books 
 The fact print conveys meaning 
 The variety of media including books, ICT and print in the environment e.g. signs and 

newspapers 
 
How to Help at Home 
 Read to your child 
 Encourage your child to handle books carefully, hold them correctly and turn the pages 

one at a time 
 Talk about and read books, signs, labels, maps, newspapers and magazines with your 

child 
 Read stories with your child and talk about characters, events, what will happen next, 

what the characters might say or do, what they are thinking and how they are feeling. 
 Encourage your child to point to the words as they read. 
 Allow your child to look at the pictures in books and use them to help tell a story or 

guess a word they are stuck on. 
 Encourage your child to  the sounds, find items that start with sounds around the 

home, in the car, at the park or on the way to school. 
 Encourage your child to sound out words they get stuck on when reading. 
 When your child has a home reading book, share their book with them for a few 

minutes every day. Every time you read with your child and record it in their reading 
record they will get a smiley face stamp. For every 30 stamps they have, they get a  

          small prize. 
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Literacy—Phonics 

Typically from Summer Term in Nursery up until Year 2, we use a programme of teaching called 
‘RWI’ which aims to build children’s speaking and listening skills and prepare children for learning 
to read by developing their phonic knowledge and skills. It sets out a detailed and systematic pro-
gramme for teaching phonic skills for children, with the aim of them becoming fluent readers by 
age seven. 
 
Phase One (Nursery) 
In Nursery, the Letters and Sounds scheme is used. Activities are divided into seven aspects, in-
cluding environmental sounds, instrumental sounds, body sounds, rhythm and rhyme,   allitera-
tion, voice sounds and finally oral blending and segmenting. When children are ready, typically 
Summer Term, they will begin to learn set 1 sounds and practise blending the sounds together.  
 
Speed Sounds Set One RWI (Reception)  
Children learn the first 31 set 1 sounds. They learn to blend sounds together to make words and 
segment words into their separate sounds for writing. Children begin to read simple captions.  
Once the children can read and blend all of the set 1 sounds, they will then move on to read Ditty 
books.  
 
Speed Sounds Set Two  RWI 
Children learn 12 set 2 sounds. 
Children are taught to: 
 Read alternate spellings of the same sound. 
 Read and spell words containing alternative spellings of the same sound.  
Once the children can read and blend these sounds into words, they then read the RWI 
Story books.  

 
How is Phonics taught in Reception? 
 We have daily 30 minute sessions– this increases to 

45 minutes as the children progress 
 Fun, game based activities. 
 Lots of speaking and listening 
 A mixture of reading and writing 
 We teach the sound first not the letter name (a as in 

apple, b as in bat) 
 We teach lower case letters first 
 Once children have learnt all of the sounds that the letters make, we then learn their names 

too. 

 
How You Can Help 
In the Autumn term,  we offer a phonics workshop for parents where we explain in more   
detail how we teach this important area of your child’s development.  
 It is important to remember that every child will develop at a different rate. 
 Play games like ‘I-spy’ to develop an understanding of initial sounds. 
 Share books together encouraging your child to identify letters and words they know.  
 Play with magnetic letters in order to build words. 
 
Parent workshops are subject to government guidelines.  
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Literacy—Writing 

Attitudes to encourage: 
 Confidence and enjoyment 
 Respect for own and other’s representations 
 A view of oneself as a writer 
 The difference between writing and drawing 
 Writing for different purposes 
 Direction of print 
 Upper and lower case letters and the 

sounds they represent 
 Words and the use of spaces 
 
Skills which help a child to: 
 Manipulate tools 
 Make marks 
 Communicate ideas through drawing 
 Form letters 
 Concentrate 
  
Knowledge and Understanding of: 
 Different way of making marks 
 Representing speech and thought in the written form 
 
Talk for Writing: 
As part of our literacy sessions we learn to orally retell stories. This helps children to build up 
a bank of stories in their memory. Children can then use the basic pattern of these stories, 
amending and adding different parts and using their own ideas. This strategy gives children 
the confidence to change stories and begin to write their own. 
 
 
 
How to Help at Home 
 Write with your child, talking about what you are doing and why. Share your decision 

making along the way and re-read what you have written e.g. shopping lists, stories, 
postcards, posters and menus. 

 Always encourage children to have a go rather than worrying too much about how to 
spell words. 

 Play letter sound games with your child e.g. alphabet bingo, I spy, look in the cupboard 
-what sounds do the items begin with?  

 Provide your child with paper and pens/chalk to use for writing in their play e.g. 
schools, shops, cafes and doctors. 

 Practise correct formation of letters.  
 Practise writing their name using a capital for the first letter followed by lower case 

letters.  
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Handwriting 
In Nursery and Reception, we will use a scheme called Kinetic 
Letters.  This scheme is designed to strengthen children’s muscles so 
they are ready for the physical act of writing.  Children will master a  
series of poses, writing positions and correct pencil grip.   
Children will firstly learn to form the letters using their gross   
motor skills.  After lots of practise, children will then be able to correctly form their letters  
using pencils.  This scheme, partnered with our Talk for Writing learning, will enable children 
become autonomous and successful writers.   
 
 
How You Can Help 
 
 Provide opportunities for your child to participate in activities using play dough/plasticine/

clay, threading, cutting and sticking, colouring and painting. 
 Encourage your child to show you the poses they are learning. 
 Support your child in adopting the correct writing pose. 
 Help your child to form all their letters correctly.  
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Mathematics 
 

Attitudes to encourage: 
 Confidence 
 Curiosity 
 Questioning                                                           
 Perseverance 
 A view of oneself as a mathematician 
 
Skills which help a child to: 
 Use mathematical language in real life situa-

tions 
 Apply mathematical knowledge to solve 

problems 
 Sort and match  
 Compare, order and sequence 
 Predict, estimate and count 
 Recognise and recreate patterns 
 Measure 
 Classify and describe  
 
Knowledge and understanding of: 
 Number 
 One to one correspondence 
 Measures—e.g. length, capacity, money and time 
 Shape, space and position 
 Sets and sorting 
 Pattern 
 Mathematical vocabulary 
 
How to Help At Home 
 Sing number rhymes with your child, pause for them to say which number comes 

next. 
 Read counting stories 
 Count objects as part of everyday routines. How many oranges? How many plates for 

tea? 
 Model estimating large numbers of objects. How many grapes are in the bag? 
 On the way to school talk about the shapes of objects e.g. round tyres, square          

windows, count the corners and sides. 
 Talk about the size of items, who wears the biggest socks? Who has the smallest cup?  
 Play counting games– snakes and ladders, dominoes 
 Talk about number problems, if we have five sausages for tea how many do each get? 

If I give you ten sweets and you give two to your brother how many will you have 
left? 
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Understanding the World 
 

Attitudes to encourage: 
 Curiosity 
 Inventiveness 
 Creativity 
 Perseverance 
 Concentration 
 Care for living things 
 Care for the environment 
 Critical reflection 
 Confidence 
 
Skills which help a child to: 
 Observe and describe 
 Experiment and question 
 Investigate, explore, hypoth-

esise and predict 
 Compare 
 Design and make 
 Build and Construct 
 Use tools and materials appropriately 
 Record 
 Disassemble and assemble 
 Identify and solve problems 
 Plan 
 Interpret, test and evaluate 
 Communicate their ideas 
 Use their senses 
 Use ICT 
 
Knowledge and Understanding of: 
 Living things and their environment 
 Materials and their properties 
 The process of change 
 The passage of time in their life 
 The lives and people in their environment 
 Tools and their uses 
 Cultures and beliefs 
 Similarities, differences, patterns and change 
 Technology 
 
How to Help at Home 
 Talk to your child about their past and presents experiences and those of other peo-

ple 
 Similarities and differences of people, places, animals. 
 Discuss growth and change 
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Expressive Arts and Design 
 

Attitudes to encourage: 
 Confidence to experiment without an end project 
 Creativity 
 Imagination 
 Appreciation 
 Enjoyment 
 Response to stimuli 
 Enthusiasm  
 Exploration 
 
Skills which help a child to: 
 Observe 
 Experiment and explore 
 Use their senses 
 Be Creative 
 Use tools 
 Listen to music 
 Use musical instruments 
 Explore 
 Respond 
 Be expressive 
 Interpret 
 
Knowledge and Understanding of: 
 Colour, shape, pattern, texture, form and space 
 A variety of materials 
 The range and appropriate use of tools and instruments 
 The variety of ways to represent and express feelings through: 
         music, stories, dance, 2D and 3D work, imaginative and role-play. 
 
How to Help at Home 
 Provide your child with paint, crayons, pencils, felt tips, scissors and sellotape to use 

at home. 
 Paint/ draw pictures with your child: transport, the moon, rain, bubbles, snow and 

talk about colours, shapes, sizes and textures in their paintings.  
 Encourage your child to talk about things using descriptive vocabulary for example; 

smooth, shiny, rough, hard, patterned, bumpy, soft, lighter, darker, thinner and thick-
er. 

 Listen to music and talk about it. Is it loud, quiet, fast, slow, faster, high or low? 
 Talk about the instruments they can hear in the music and how they are played, e.g. a 

drum is hit, beaten. 
 Play imaginative games with your child, e.g. hospitals, post offices, shops, police  
 officers,  schools, travel agents. 
 Read stories and act them out with your child.  
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Feedback and Assessment 
 

 
We operate an ‘Open Door Policy’, which means that parents and carers are actively  
welcomed into the unit.  
This is not possible at the moment due to the Covid 19 Pandemic. We encourage parents 
and carers to use telephone conversations and emails.  
 
 When children enter Nursery and Reception the staff carry out initial observations to 

see what each child likes to do, how they play and what they can do. This is used to 
assess any areas of strength, any areas of concern that require support and also helps 
the teacher to plan suitable activities to support development. Reception children will 
also complete a statutory government baseline assessment within the first six weeks 
of starting school.  

 
 If your child needs some extra support or has a Special Educational Need then  
  parents/ carers will be invited in to help plan support alongside the class teacher and 
 the School’s Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator,  Mrs Munn. Due to Covid 19 this 
will be in the form of a telephone conversation and a teams meeting if needed.  
 
 Parents will receive information on how their child has settled into school and the 

progress they are making during Parents’ Evenings and in their school report at the 
end of the year. 

 
 Adults continuously interact and observe children throughout the day to ensure they 

are making good progress. Children are challenged in order to extend their learning.  
 
 A two way flow of information is extremely important. Teachers will request            

additional meetings with parents if necessary or informally report back to you at          
different times across the school year. We would like you to do the same. Please keep 
us informed of any successes or changes concerning your child’s learning, behaviour, 
or circumstances at home. This will help us to  support your child.  

 
 During your child’s time with us we build up a collection of  children’s own work. The 

children are encouraged to select pieces of their own work which they would like to 
keep. We encourage children to become independent learners.  

 
 At the end of the Reception year  an EYFS profile assessment will be carried out in the 

final term when your child reaches the age of 5.  
 The EYFS profile summarises and describes children’s learning and development at 

the end of the year.  
 It gives the child’s outcome in relation to the 17 early learning goal (ELG) descriptors. 
 Assessments will take account of contributions from a range of perspectives including 

the child, their parents and other relevant adults.  
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Personal Property 

The School encourages children to look after their own and other people’s property. 

Please help us by clearly marking each item of clothing with the child’s name. The school 

keeps a Lost Property Container which both pupils and parents can look through on request. 

Children should not bring any toys and games to school unless specifically requested by their 

class teacher, as items could be lost or damaged and may cause a distraction. Similarly items 

of a personal or financial value should be left at home. 

Should it be necessary for any child to bring money or valuables to School they should always 

be handed in straight away to the class teacher for safe keeping. 

Please note that the School cannot accept responsibility for loss of, or damage to, any such 

items. 

Mobile Phones and Hand-held Electronic devices 

The Governing Body do not allow children to bring mobile phones onto school premises for 

any reason.  

Any parent needing to send an urgent message to their child during the school day should 

contact the School Office, where a member of staff will relay the message. 

Confiscation of items 

Should a child bring any of the items listed above to school, they will be looked after in the 

School Office and will either be returned to the child at the end of the School day or, on 

some occasions, parents may be required to come into school. 

 

We reserve the right to ask pupils and parents of pupils who do not adhere to the School 

Uniform and Dress Code to do so. 


